
Edition Renard
Announcing our third publication:

Captain Watkin Tench’s Narrative of the Expedition 
to Botany Bay, was first published in 1789 and is now 
republished in an attractive type-facsimile of the first 
edition.  Our new edition is now AVAILABLE

This book is one of the most important and readable 
of the foundation accounts of Australian history, 
being the first published first-hand account by one of 
the actual participants.

Since its publication in 1789 (three London editions 
in the same year, together with a Dublin edition and 
translations into French, Dutch and German as well 
as a pirated edition), Tench’s Narrative was reprinted 
in different forms in 1938, 1961 and more recently, but 
has never before been reprinted in its original form 
from the First Edition.

ORDER FORM

TO:	 GASTON RENARD Pty.Ltd.,
P.O. BOX 1030, IVANHOE, 3079, AUSTRALIA.

Telephone: (03) 9459 5040  FAX: (03) 9459 6787
Email: Tench@GastonRenard.com.au

Please post to me at the address given below, 

A Narrative of the Expedition to Botany Bay by Captain Watkin 
Tench  (please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery):

[   ]     copies of the Limited Edition @ A$145.00 each.

[   ]     copies of the Deluxe Edition @ A$375.00 each.

[   ]     copies of the Special Edition @ SOLD OUT 

(Please note postage and packing is additional at A$10 within 
Australia and A$25 Overseas (Asia/Pacific A$20) by Economy Air).

[   ]     My cheque/money order/cash, including postage, for  
A$ _______   payable to “Gaston Renard” is enclosed.

[   ]     Please charge my BANKCARD or MASTERCARD or 
VISACARD or AMEX.

Account Number:-

Signature:  _______________________  Expiry Date: ______

Name [Block Letters]:  _______________________________

Address: ___________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Telephone: ___________________ Fax: __________________

Email: _________________________ Date _______________

Edition Renard 
is a new imprint established by antiquarian bookseller Gaston Renard Pty. 
Ltd. for publishing books in small editions with high production values.

The material selected for publication will range across a variety of topics 
generally associated with Australia and the neighbouring regions in such 
diverse fields as exploration, settlement, natural history, and art, but with 
an emphasis on historical aspects.  Our aim is to re-publish important 
works from the past and to put into book form a variety of previously 
unpublished material - manuscripts, diaries, drawings, and the like.

Our republished works are in some instances high quality facsimiles, 
i.e. direct reproductions of rare works unpublished since their original or 
very early editions, and in other cases are true new editions, with the text 
matter reset in attractive and readable type, and with illustrations added 
to, or enhanced from the originals.

Our entirely new publications will supplement the already-published 
material in their respective fields, and will generally include both text and 
illustrations, presented in a variety of type faces and formats selected and 
designed to complement the topic and period of the subject matter.

Modern technology, such as scanners, computers and laser printers 
together with the latest software, occasionally complemented by traditional 
printing skills such as letterpress, will be utilised to design and print the 
works in a manner analogous to the private presses of the past.  By the use 
of modern technologies we produce interesting and attractive books with 
elegant typography and innovative use of colour which would hitherto 
have been prohibitively costly for small editions.  We use only materials of 
high quality such as acid-free archival papers and boards, and the books 
are bound by hand, again using high quality and unusual leathers, buckram 
or book cloths, marbled papers, cane centred silk headbands and genuine 
gold.  We have been fortunate in employing one of Australia’s award-
winning small edition binders — Abbercrombie Hatch & Sons (the 
hand-binding division of Whites / Law Bindery) to design and engineer 
to our general plan, bindings which are not only handsome, but strong 
and functional, and will last under normal use for hundreds of years.

The editions are small, usually 200 copies, and all copies are numbered.  
Prices range from about a hundred to a few thousand dollars each.

Our first publication was a fine new edition of John White’s Journal 
of a Voyage to New South Wales, one of the most important of the First 
Fleet journals and the first natural history book published after Australian 
settlement.  The leather was prepared specially for this edition in a sumac 
vegetable tannage using the traditional methods which enhance the 
natural grain and perfume of the leather.  The text is set in black, red and 
green in a modern version of Garamond, an attractive and highly readable 
classic face.  The 65 coloured plates have been reproduced at enlarged scale 
from one of the scarce coloured copies of the original edition of 1790, and 
the fine illustration by John White from the original title-page has also 
been enlarged to form an attractive frontispiece to our new edition.

This book received two Gold Medals in Australia’s 20th 
National Print Awards, and as a result Gaston Renard 
Pty. Ltd. was inducted into the Victorian Manufacturing 
Hall of Fame.

www.GastonRenard.com



sources and unpublished since the eighteenth century, 
together with an endpaper map showing the track of 
the First  Fleet.

Th e edition is limited to 200 numbered copies for sale, 
plus 12 copies hors commerce.  All copies are printed 
on archival quality Chardonnay Saxton Vellum, fully 
sewn, with head- and tail-bands and marker ribbon.  

Specifi cations:  Demy 8vo, 180 pages, plus coloured 
frontispiece, full-page chart and two plates, track 
chart of the First  Fleet as endpapers.  Text typeset in 
Adobe Caslon Pro and printed on archival quality 
10 gsm Saxton Chardonnay Vellum, plates printed 
on archival quality 18 gsm Soft White Mohawk 
Superfi ne, fully sewn and bound in Aust ralia.

Limited Edition:  120 copies, numbered 81-200, case-
bound in full cloth, top edge dyed, gilt lettering on 
spine, marker ribbon.

Deluxe Edition:  60 copies, numbered 21-80, case-
bound in half navy ox-hide, with moiré cloth sides, gilt 
goatskin title-label, top edge dyed, marker ribbon.

Special Edition:  20 copies, numbered 1-20, fully hand-
bound in full navy ox-hide, gilt goatskin title-label, 
top edge gilt, accompanied by an additional portrait of 
Tench, and all housed in a handsome cloth slipcase.

ORDER FORM!

For details of  prices and post age, etc.,
please see order form overleaf.

Our new edition has been reprinted exact ly, line-
for-line, from the original fi rst  edition of 1789 in 
modern Caslon types — a very close match for the 

original type faces.  In order to improve readability 
for the current reader the original long esses have 
been replaced by their modern counterparts, but in all 
other respect s the original layout and setting has been 
followed exact ly.  What results is a book which has 
the general appearance of the original 1789 edition, 
with the enhanced readability of a modern type face.  

Our edition includes the texts of the second and third 
editions where these diff er from the fi rst  (including 
the valuable Post script to the third edition which has 
additional information on the fl edgling settlement) 
together with detailed notes on the bibliography and 
publishing hist ory of the work.  Th e original edition 
was not illust rated, but our new edition is enhanced 
by the addition of a handsome coloured frontispiece 
showing a portrait of Captain Tench.  In addition 
we have included an unusual View of Botany Bay, an 
illust ration of the Landing of the Convict s and a Chart 
of Botany Bay and environs, all from contemporary 

Th e st andard Limited edition (120 copies, numbered 
81-200) is case-bound in full cloth, modest ly priced 
(A$15.00 plus post age), while 60 Deluxe copies 
(numbered 21-80) are case-bound in half navy ox-hide 
with moiré cloth sides, and priced at A$375.00.

 SPECIAL COPIES

Th e fi rst  20 copies, num-
bered 1 to 20 are Special, 
fully hand bound in full 
navy ox-hide, accompanied 
by an additional portrait of 
Watkin Tench and housed 
in a handsome cloth slip-
case.  Th ese copies have all 
been sold.


