
Edition Renard is pleased to announce, that after a long and unanticipated delay, 
our latest publication is now available.

Robert Jarman’s JOURNAL OF A VOYAGE TO THE SOUTH SEAS, IN 
THE “JAPAN,” employed in the Sperm Whale Fishery, under the command of 
Capt. John May was first published in 1838 (two issues, Beccles and London) and 
has never been reprinted until now.  It is an important and exciting account of 
whaling and seafaring life in the early nineteenth century, one of only three full-
length accounts of a whaling voyage published at the time (the other two being 
by surgeons Thomas Beale and Frederick Debell Bennett appearing in 1839 and 
1840 respectively and both reprinted in facsimile in the 1970s).  As well as being 
the first published, Jarman’s is the only account by a common sailor “before the 
mast”.  Our new edition is much more than a facsimile however.  Carefully reset to 
reproduce the original text and layout line-for-line, it contains, in addition, copious 
informative and interesting end-notes by Robert M. Warneke, together with his 
introduction, chronology, references and index.  

Further supplemented by a portrait of the Author in later life, the introduction 
includes details of Jarman’s career and family life, making this new addition a 
valuable supplement to and substitute for the extremely rare original edition.  Its 
rarity perhaps helps to explain the obscurity of this little-known but important 
account.  Besides the wealth of interesting detail on seafaring and whaling life 
there are many interesting anecdotes and digressions including an account of 
the Bounty mutiny, the subsequent boat voyage by William Bligh and the loyal 
members of crew, and the activities of the mutineers with their Tahitian companions 
at Pitcairn. He gives a detailed account of Honolulu where the Japan arrived in 
October 1832 and of Port Jackson to which the ship headed after a devastating 
storm.  Arriving in February 1833 the ship here received an extensive refit and the 
long stay gave Jarman the opportunity to observe and describe the Aborigines as 
well as the convicts and their management.  Notwithstanding its factual nature and 
the wealth of detail, the narrative reads like a thriller and is difficult to put down.

Our new edition comprises 200 copies for sale (plus 15 for legal deposit, presentation 
and other purposes) all hand-numbered and stamped with an original whale design 
drawn from whaler’s tally stamps of the period.  
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It is available in three versions:
Limited Edition:  100 copies numbered 101 to 200, bound in full grey linen, with 
title-labels on spine & front board & top edge dyed.  These copies are priced at 
Australian $195.00 (postage extra).    
Deluxe Edition:  70 copies numbered 31 to 100, finely bound in quarter grey 
goatskin, with black moire cloth sides and top edge dyed.  These copies are priced at 
Australian $365.00 (postage extra).    
Special Edition:  30 copies numbered 1 to 30, finely bound in full grey goatskin, 
with all edges dyed, and housed in buckram slipcase with paper labels.  These copies 
are priced at Australian $695.00 (postage extra).    

Specifications:  230 x 155 mm approx., 336 pages plus portrait frontispiece, 
comprising 242 pages of original text plus preliminaries and Introduction, Notes, 
Chronology, References and Index, and bibliographical note.  All copies are printed 
on 140 gsm Saxton Chardonnay Vellum, section-sewn on tapes and bound by 
hand, with head- and tail-bands and marker ribbon.

Orders:
Initial orders were almost overwhelming, but we have now received the remaining 
copies from the binder.  Stocks of the Limited and Special Editions are running low, 
so we encourage purchasers to order promptly and indicate whether you would like 
another version in the event your first choice is already sold out.

Please use the Order Form attached.
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ORDER FORM

TO:	 GASTON RENARD Pty. Ltd.,
P.O. BOX 1030, IVANHOE, 3079, AUSTRALIA.

Telephone: (03) 9459 5040  FAX: (03) 9459 6787   Email: Jarman@GastonRenard.com.au
Please post to me at the address given below,	  
	 Robert Jarman’s  JOURNAL OF A VOYAGE TO THE SOUTH SEAS, IN THE “JAPAN”

[   ]	 copies of the Limited Edition @ A$195.00 each.    [   ]	 copies of the Deluxe Edition @ A$365.00 each.
[   ]	 copies of the Special Edition @ A$695.00 each.

[Please note postage and packing for Limited and Deluxe copies is extra at A$20 within Australia (Vic. A$15) and A$60 Overseas  
(Asia/Pacific A$45) by insured Airmail.    For the Special copies please allow an additional $10.00].
[   ]  My cheque/money order/cash, including postage, for A$ _______ payable to “Gaston Renard” is enclosed.
[   ]  Please charge my VISA or
        MASTERCARD or AMEX:
Signature:  __________________________________________________________  Expiry Date: _________________

Name  [Block Letters]:   _____________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:  ____________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________  DATE: ______________

Telephone:    _________________________________     FAX/Email: _________________________________________


